BISHOP’S LETTER 


the world! 
midnight 


on 
December 31, I was outside 
filming the magnificent 
firework display. I have been 
thinking about the theme of 
‘light’ ever since, and I am 
drawn to Isaiah 60:1 and the 
command to ‘rise and shine, for 
your light has come.’ We are 
surrounded by so many lights — 
the natural lights of the sky, the 
insects and fish that emit light, 
the commercial neon lights of 
our streets and all things 
electrical, the candles and 
fireworks, and of course, the 
movie ‘stars’! But most 
important of all is the true light, 
the light of Jesus shining in this 
world. _ Imagine if we had no 
light, and the effect on our 
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daily life. The sun gives us light, heat 
and good health. We have lighthouses 
on the coast for direction, and stars 
When 


we see the lights on in a friend’s home, 


guide our way across the sea. 


we know they are there waiting for us! 
Isaiah says that ‘all nations shall 
Of all the 
lights, only the true light can 


come to your light’. 


never disappoint, only the true 
light of Jesus can convert, guide, 
protect and heal. How many 
people waiting for the first 
sunrise of New Year’s Day have 
been disappointed when the 
clouds covered the sun? With 
Jesus there is no disappointment. 
Light moves incredibly fast, but 
the Holy Spirit moves even faster. 
Light has a huge amount of 
energy, but the Holy Spirit 
surpasses even that. As we 
shine our lights into the world 
and share with others this New 
Year, may I wish you a Happy 
Chinese New Year and many 


blessings in the year to come! 


Christmas in Taiwan 

Guatemalan artists work with Taiwanese 
engineers and a Japanese sculptor to 
create a sacred space of beauty and 
spirituality. 


While the Western world unwraps 
presents to celebrate Christmas, artist Lyn 
Hovey will be unwrapping 76 sections of 
stained glass in Taiwan, sent from his 
studio in La Antigua, Guatemala. The 
sections must be assembled for hanging in 
Episcopal St. John’s University chapel 
before the country begins the week long 
celebrations of the Chinese Lunar New 
Year Festival that begin on February 6. 
With only three percent of the 6,000-plus 
student body being Christian, the majority 
of students will disperse to join their 
families in preparing for the colorful 
celebrations. Plans for the project had 
just begun when Hovey first exhibited his 
works in Antigua. Having completed 
windows for the Episcopal Academy in 
Philadelphia, he was the designer of 
choice for Taiwan. The university has a 
strong engineering program, and “What 
they liked was that the student body could 
get involved,” Hovey points out in his 
usual manner of giving credit to others. 
The university, originally located in 
Shanghai, was nationalized during Mao 
Tse Tung’s Cultural Revolution and 
rebuilt outside Taipei by alumni. The 
chapel, now 40 years old, has a curved 
roof of typical Asian pagoda style that 
sweeps upward to a steeple-like point over 
the altar. “One enters the chapel and looks 
up, expecting to see that sweeping 
structure. But unfortunately the view hits 
a flat, concrete ceiling inside,” says Hovey. 
“This stained glass pyramidal skylight 
will instead transmit light from above. A 
sculpture made of small pieces of precious 
metals will hang on thin wires from the 
top of the pyramid, shimmering as it 


moves and cascades down to two meters 


above the altar. Strategically placed light 
and mirrors will play with the glass and 
the metal and hide the flat ceiling. The 
light will bounce off walls to create an 
illusion that it is coming through from 
above, producing a total effect of spiritual 
movement, of prayers going up and 
blessings coming down.” If all this sound 
complicated, it is. “This is really a physics 
project,” laughs Hovey. The numbers and 
terms seem to come straight from a 
classroom. “It has a three-dimensional 
octagonal form, with eight curving planes, 
four wide sections and four narrow ones, 
that arc upward four and a half feet,” he 
explains, throwing in respectfully that the 
number eight has special significance in 
Buddhism. Over 2,300 pieces of glass, all 
cut by hand, edged with copper foil and 
soldered, some 40 shades of color, on 
50-plus trays, seven feet across...it’s easy 
to get lost in the jargon. Hovey and his 
three Guatemalan employees worked on 
the glass full-time for months and packed 
up the 76 sections weighing some 3,000 
pounds for shipping from Guatemala in 
early December. Hovey will oversee their 
installation in a curved, stainless steel 
armature measuring 22 feet in length and 
width and hung more than 30 feet above 
the floor of the chapel. The 


interdisciplinary project involves artists, 
engineers, mathematicians, metal workers 
and electricians. Hovey emphasizes the 
international aspect as well, pointing out 
the long relationship Guatemala has had 
with Taiwan. Taiwanese engineers; 
Japanese sculptor Michio Ihara, who lives 
in Boston; Guatemalan artists, glass from 
France, Germany, Poland and the United 
States, “... all working in harmony to 


At the time of writing, Advent Church is 
filled with scaffolding and right up there 
in the roof, a group of about 10 men, led 
by stained glass artist Mr. Lyn Hovey, are 
busy unpacking and installing the new 


glass that has traveled from Lyn’s studio 


create a sacred space of great beauty and 
spirituality.” Such an effort could lead one 
to wonder if peace on earth is, after all, 
possible. 

by Joy Houston 

reprinted here by permission of Revue 
Magazine (Guatemala’s English- 
language Magazine) 
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in Guatemala. While in Guatemala 
making the glass, Lyn was delighted to 
have been invited to a dinner by Taiwan’s 
ambassador to Guatemala, in honor of 
Taiwan’s National Day on October 10. 
This is them in the photo (Lyn is the one 
on the right). Even though the crates 
were quite bashed about in transit, 
the glass inside has arrived intact, 
thanks be to God! Both Lyn 
Hovey and his Japanese sculptor 
colleague, Mr. Michio Ihara, are 
spending their Christmas and New 
Year in Taiwan installing the glass 
and sculpture. We are grateful to 


them for giving up their holidays! 


CHRISTMAS 


Christmas celebrations in the Diocese in 
2007 were wonderfully enhanced by the 
visit of the Anglican Little Singers from 
the Diocese of Eastern Kowloon, Hong 
38 children, aged from 6-15, 


and their parents came for the Christmas 


Kong. 


festival and performed for 3 occasions, 
on Christmas Eve evening at the 


cathedral, on Christmas Day morning at 


Good Shepherd, and on Christmas Day 
afternoon at St. John’s University. 
They sang a whole range of beautiful 
Christmas songs and carols in a variety 
of languages, and greatly blessed us by 
the beauty of their singing and their 
enthusiasm and professionalism. 
Thank you to them all! 


VISITS TO SAN FRANCISCO AND KOREA 


Bishop Lai attended 2 conferences 
recently, actually both on a similar 

In San 
Francisco, at the Church Divinity School 


theme — that of reconciliation. 


of the Pacific, Bishop Lai gave a speech 


on the subject of ‘The Church in Taiwan 
as an Agent of Reconciliation’ and also 
contributed to the TOPIK (Towards 
Peace in Korea) worldwide Anglican 


conference held in Seoul. 


VISIT TO TAIWAN OF A GROUP FROM OSAKA DIOCESE, 
JAPAN 
By Rev. Keith Lee Jen-Cheng #44 Ff 


Our companion diocese - Osaka, visited 
Taiwan from November 28-December 2. 
Their tour was actually arranged by a 
travel agency, and consisted of 13 
people, the majority of them seniors. 
They arrived at Kaohsiung International 
Airport in the early evening 

of November 28, to be met by Rev. 
Samuel Liao, Mrs. Susan Liao, Rev. 
Justin Lin, and Rev. Keith Lee on behalf 
of Bishop David Lai. 
kindly invited the Taiwan group to 


The Osaka group 


dinner, a wonderfully happy start to the 


visit! 


After dinner, the group visited St. 
Timothy's Church, and the Rev. Justin 
Lin and Rev. Keith Lee introduced them 
to the current situation of Taiwan’s 
southern churches. They then presented 
the Osaka group with gifts of Taiwanese 
fruits - including oranges, bananas and 


pineapples. The group had been 


looking forward to tasting these 
were all very happy! 


The next morning, 
over 50 of our 
church members 
excitedly gathered 


from all over 


southern Taiwan 
(from the 6 southern churches), for a 
morning of cultural exchange with the 
Japanese group. They divided into 2 
groups, one to learn Chinese handmade 
rope-making (macramé) which was 
taught by Mrs. Susan Liao, and the other 
one to learn Japanese folding paper art 
(for Christmas decorations), taught by 
one of the ladies from the Osaka group. 
Everyone has really good memories of 
that morning and all had 

an unforgettable time, deepening their 
friendships with each other through 
this wonderful event. 


After lunch, the Osaka group had a tour 
of Kaohsiung City, and then traveled to 
Taipei by High Speed Rail. 
Chen and Rev. Elizabeth Wei welcomed 


Rev. Peter 


delicious fruits for a long time, so they 


them at Taipei station, and then they all 
had dinner together. 


On November 30, the Osaka group had a 
tour of Taipei City, including the 
National Palace Museum, the historic 
Chung-san Presbyterian Church (the 
building was actually built by the 
Diocese of Osaka) and Shi-lin night 
market. The following day, Sunday 
December 1, the Osaka group attended 
the Sunday Service at Good Shepherd 
Church, followed by an introduction to 
the social welfare service of the church, 
and also had a really good cultural 
exchange programme with the people 


from the community there. 


On December 2 the Osaka group visited 
St. John's Cathedral and the Diocesan 
Office. After lunch, they started their 
homeward journey and left for the 
Taipei International airport. We thank 
God that they safely returned to Japan 
full of good memories of their visit to 


Taiwan. 


ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, TAICHUNG 


Rey, Philip Lin Li-Feng #R 244 of 


The new Education Building at St. 
James’ was officially opened and 
dedicated on Saturday February 24. 
The new building is truly magnificent! 


It has 8 floors and is located next to, but 
separate from the 8 storey church / 
kindergarten building next door. The 2 


buildings are connected at the 6" floor, 


i 


through a door in the toilets that leads to 
a passage now known as Harry Potter’s 
secret tunnel! The top 2 floors are a 
large room with a balcony inside that 
can be used for concerts, meetings, 
services, although it does not replace the 
actual church. The view is amazing — 
down over the art museum parkway, full 
of trees. And most special for the 
kindergarten children is that the 
children’s toilets are made to look like 
stripy zebras! The dedication service 


was attended by clergy and church 


members from virtually all the churches 
in the diocese, as well as clergy from 
other denominations in Taichung, and 
friends of St. James’. A huge feast 
followed for 290 people at 29 tables at a 
local Japanese restaurant, owned by 
church members from St. James’. St. 
James’ are now in the process of trying 
to set up a bu-shi-ban (cram school), and 
are applying to the government for a 


license. Watch this space! 


On December 22, St. James’ held a 
Christmas show and performance for the 
local community, and 210 people came 
to take part. The main Christmas Eve 
service attracted 63 people, while the 
Christmas Day carol singing brought 95 
Thank God for this community 


outreach and please pray for this church! 


people. 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, CHIA-YI 
Rev. Keith Lee Jen-Cheng #48 ff 


St. Peter’s Christmas Eve Service took 
place in the evening of December 24 and 
the church was full with 57 people 
present, including the teachers from St. 
Peter’s Kindergarten and local people. 
They had a special collection during 
the service for children and those who 
are suffering, and raised the grand sum 
of NT$8,500 which they have donated 
to Taiwan World Vision for use 


in caring for children and families in 


need. Rev. Keith Lee writes: 


“We hope we can do something helpful 


and caring for those children in memory time for fellowship, and “everyone went 
of new born baby Jesus”. After the home in warmth and peace”. 


service, they had refreshments and a 


ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY, TAMSUI 


The big event at St. John’s University gather in St. James’, Taichung in 
this past semester has been the triennial preparation for the summer mission 
inspection on December 27 and 28, 2007. 
The sun came out, a great answer to 
prayer! In addition, the first day of the 
inspection was on St. John’s Day in the 
church calendar, a good start! Such 
inspections can determine the future of a 
university, good marks mean a 
department can expand, increase student 


enrollment, receive higher government 


subsidies, and welcome research 


students and grants. program in 2008. Lennon’s vision is to 
see 56 young people taking part in the 
The Chaplaincy has been running an summer mission program next summer — 
ALPHA course each week for the please pray for this! These photos are 
students, with a good number coming. from the recent ALPHA weekend. 
Preparations are going ahead for the Please pray for these young people, the 
winter vacation training program from outreach program to the students and the 
January . me i aa _ counselors 
25-30 when | <i, | , Ba who lead 
young them. 
people from 
all over the 


Diocese will 


TRINITY CHURCH, KEELONG 
Rev. Richard Lee Ray-Chiang # 4% 7&# AF 


Rev. Richard Ray-Chiang Lee is in 
charge of Trinity Church, and he and his 
church have started an outreach 
programme in one 
of Keelong’s 
newer housing 
estates where 
there are a whole 
host of social 
problems and no 
church. The 
estate is all ia: 
high-rise, and in the centre is a huge 
Taoist temple which is very active and 
has a massive spiritual hold over the 
people. A few months ago Richard and 
his team started homework classes for 
local children in the government 
community centre there, but were 
forbidden from doing any Bible teaching 
or outreach, so now they have started to 
rent the ground floor and basement of 
one of the high-rise buildings. 


On December 26, 2007, St. Stephen’s 
Day, there was 
the official 
opening and 
service of 
blessing and 
dedication of the 
new St. 
Stephen’s 
Mission Centre. 
This is very 


special because it is the first new 
mission centre opened in the Diocese for 
8 years, and our hope is that it will 
mm become a 
church. Over 
Christmas 
Richard held an 
evangelistic 
“meeting there 
for local people. 
50 came, and 
: every single one 
of them stood up to show that they 
wanted to accept Jesus into their lives. 
Now these people need to be helped to 
read the Bible, to pray and to be 
discipled. Please pray forthem. We 
pray that every church in the Diocese 
could have this kind of vision and 


commitment to outreach. 


Trinity Church is linked with St. 
George’s Episcopal Church, Maple 
Ridge, Seattle, USA, a link established 
by Jered and Erin Weber-Johnson when 
they were here 
in Taiwan a 
few years ago. 
Rev. Joe Mikel 
and the church 
members at St. 
George’s have 
taken a great 
interest in the 


outreach work 


at Trinity, and recently St. Anne’s Guild 
from St. George’s have donated US$ 
500 towards the work of the children’s 


program at the new St. Stephen’s Center. 
We are most grateful to them for their 
kindness and generosity. 


CHURCH OF THE LEADING STAR, TAIPING 
Mrs. Grace Yang Li-Shiang #7 # # 7#i# 


Christmas events at Leading Star were well-attended and we thank God that there is 


now a regular program of children’s activities on Saturdays, a youth group on 


Sundays and Bible study on Wednesdays. 


On December 22, 40 people attended the 


main Christmas celebrations with drama, singing and Bible sharing. The following 


day a group of 14 people went out around the local area to share the good news of 


Christmas. Please pray for this small church. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG. 


Rev. Leo Tzeng Wen-Bin # xX xt Ff 


Rev. Leo Tzeng Wen-Bin has spent this 
past semester, September to December, 
on sabbatical study at the Ming-Hua (HA 
#2) Theological College in Hong Kong. 
This is his report of his visit: 


‘I am very thankful to God, this Diocese 
and the Church in Hong Kong for this 
special opportunity to study in 
Ming-Hua Theological College. Let 
me share with you 4 topics concerning 
my visit: 

1. Hong Kong is a very international, 
multi-cultural and multi-lingual society. 
All the clergy there are multi-lingual in 
Cantonese and English, and we had 
students at the college from Mainland 
China, the USA as yell as Hong Kong. 


It was a very special international 
experience for me to meet so many 
people from so many places. 

2. The liturgy of Episcopal Church is of 
great interest to me, and I spent my time 
there studying this subject. My 
theological training up until this point 
has mostly been in Fu-Ren R.C. 
University in Taipei, so of course I still 
have lots to learn about Anglican liturgy. 
I studied the Book of Common Prayer, 
and while most of the reading was in 
English, my tutorials with the Principal 
were all in Mandarin Chinese, so that he 
could practice his Chinese! I very 
much enjoyed the daily Morning Prayer 
and the twice-weekly Sung Compline of 


the college, a new experience for me. 


3. Cooperation and Teamwork in the 
Diocese. I attended 2 very special 
events, one was the installation of the 
new Archbishop Paul Kwong and the 
second was a massive stage production — 
a sort of musical drama performed by 
the whole of the Diocese of Hong Kong 
Island, involving more than 400 people 
and taking a whole year to practice. It 
was great to see not just the production, 
but also the fellowship and friendships 
that had been built up through this 
working together over such a long time. 
4. I saw the importance for a church to 
have its own Theological College. 

Hong Kong used to have to send its 
theological students to study in different 
countries, but they all came back with 


different traditions and cultures, some 


High church, some low, some 
evangelical, some charismatic. We 
have similar problems in Taiwan; some 
of our clergy have been trained in the 
Presbyterian college, others in the 
Roman Catholic college. Now Hong 
Kong has its own Theological college, 
and my dream is that Taiwan could 
follow their example! Our present 
clergy need to study more in order to 
teach the church members to a deeper 
level, and to be ready to start our own 
college in the future. We need to look 
forward to the future and plan and 


prepare for this to become a reality! 


On his return from Hong Kong, Leo has been invited to go to All Saints, Gang-shan. 


While he was away, Rev. June Chou took care of St. Paul’s. 


She was pleased to 


welcome the visit of 37 people from Trinity Church, Singapore who came for Sunday 


worship and fellowship. A very special event took place on December 9, when 


June’s mother was baptized in the church, at the grand age of 90! 


ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG 


Rev. Justin Lin Jun-Ming HEAR SF 


On December 8, St. Timothy’s annual 
bazaar raised over NT$ 70,000 for 
Heng-Chun Christian Hospital to help 
people in need. A group of more than 30 
went to the local hospital to sing 
Christmas carols and share the 


Christmas message with the patients, 


and a group of young people went in the 
evening to go round the wards. On 
December 24, there was an exhibition 
and competition of homemade 
Christmas trees, all made using recycled 
materials. 
Christmas! 


A special way to celebrate 


ST. ANDREW’S KINDERGARTEN, 
JIE-DING 


GRACE CHURCH, TAINAN 
Rev. Sam Cheng Ching-San #3 # = # 


5 teachers from Grace Church 
Kindergarten also attended the 
Christmas Eve service, which was 
celebrated by Rev. Charles C. T. Chen, 
former Rector of St. James, Taichung. 
Grace Church and Kindergarten held 
their annual Christmas bazaar and raised 
NT$ 70,000 for the Jia-Hu Christian 
Center in Tainan which helps people and 


Mrs. Huang, widow of Rev. Huang (who died at 
Christmas 2006). 
member of Advent Church, often remembers her 
many years at St. Andrew’s, Jie-Ding, in the days 
when life was a lot more basic than it is now! 


Mrs. Huang, now an active 


Grace Church was very pleased to welcome all 8 of 
the kindergarten teachers from St. Andrew’s to their 
Christmas Eve service. 


children in need. Sam’s wife, Julie, has 
started aerobics classes for the church 
and kindergarten — a wonderful way to 
reach out into the community and make 
friends! Grace Church was pleased to 
welcome the visit of a group from St. 
James’ Church in Taichung, shown here 
in the photo. Also in the photo are 
Bishop John Chien and his wife, Rev. 
Charles Chen and his wife, and Rev. 
Sam Cheng and his wife. Clearly a 
happy day was had 
by all! 


ALL SAINTS CHURCH, KANG-SHAN 
Rey. Samuel Liao Jin-Ling RAK & 


The Rev. Samuel Liao retires at the end of January after a lifetime of devoted service 
to the Taiwan Episcopal Church. He is not retiring too far away, to Tainan where his 
family live and where his wife’s parents also live. We wish them both a long and 


happy retirement! 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, PING-TUNG 
Rev. Daniel Lee Chang-Rong FRAPR 


St. Mark’s church thanks God for the 100 people who came to the community event to 
celebrate Christmas. On January 1, New Year’s Day, a large group visited the home 
of Bishop John Chien and his wife in a small village in Chia- Yi County. In this photo, 
they are sitting outside Bishop Chien’s home. 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, HUA-LIEN 
Mr. Timothy Chen Jer-Ren [Rt t= (#38 


St. Luke’s Church celebrated the 30 anniversary of the church on December 2, with a 
service led by Bishop Lai, and attended by former vicars of St. Luke’s and 
representatives of different churches. They thank God for the past 30 years! 
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ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, TAIPEI 
Rev. Samuel Lin Ying-Chiou #2 K#E 


St. John’s Cathedral has a wide range of activities happening! 

They have just celebrated the 40" anniversary of the kindergarten with a Christmas 
bazaar and traditional show. The bazaar raised NT$ 115,000 for the Eden Christian 
Disabled Foundation. Over the last semester, they have completed the latest Alpha 
course and 45 people came to the final evening. From November 28 for 6 weeks, 
every Wednesday, there is a Christian teaching series for all interested, and 34 are on 


the register to attend. Please pray for them! 


GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH, TAIPEI! 
Rey. Lily Chang Ling-Ling #4 Sf, English Chaplain: Rev. Diane Wong 


English-speaking Congregation: The Rev. Diane Wong 


For the past year, our congregation has been very intentional about building 
relationship and community among ourselves. Since September 2007, we have been 
devoting time to deepening out relationship with God and building relationship with 


our neighbors, far and near. 


In October, we started 2 monthly bible study groups — one during the day and one in 
the evening, to deepen our relationship with God and to allow the Word to nurture and 


guide us in our daily living. 


This year during Remembrance week in 
November, I, on behalf of the 
English-speaking congregation, was 
honored to be invited to say grace at the 
dinner banquet especially for 
former-POWs in Taiwan during World War 
II, and their family members, and to give a 


reflection at the Remembrance service the 


following morning. POW Taiwan, a non profit organization formed 10 years ago, 
remembers annually in November World War II soldiers held as prisoners of war in 
Japanese concentration camps here in Taiwan. Every year at one of the former 
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concentration camp sites, a service is held to remember their sacrifices and courage. 
Family members and former POWs from Britain and the U.S. travel to Taiwan to 
attend the service every year. All of us, by being there showed an important 
message that no matter how far apart we are, geographically and generationally, we 
are connected as the Body of Christ; and our actions do carry ramifications now and 


in the decades to come. 


One of the neighbors of the church is 
Animals Taiwan, a non-profit 
organization started by a British 2 years 
ago to care for the stray animals here. 
On the Thanksgiving weekend, a dozen 
of our members went to Animals Taiwan 
and participated in the cleanup as part of 
our outreach to our neighbors; both 
2-footed and 4-footed ones. 


Liturgically, we were particularly thankful for the children’s choir from the East 
Kowloon diocese of the Hong Kong Anglican Church singing at our Christmas day 
service. Christ came to us in a very special and unexpected way, and it was a 
blessing. | And we continue our fellowship with the English-speaking congregation 
at St. James, Taichung; going down to worship with them at the end of October and 
having them come and worship with us at the end of December. 


May the Body of Christ be strengthened through these relationships. 


Blessings, Diane+ 


Interview with Rev. John McCall 


Drew: Test, test, test, is this thing working? Ok. Interview with the Rev. John 
McCall, Saturday February 10" 2007, question number one: John, where are 
you originally from? (I hold the tape recorder in John’s direction) 

John: I didn’t do it, I wasn’t there! 

Drew: I don’t know how good this microphone is so... speak into it. 

John: We were in the interview room, February 103) Ok, Ok. 

I grew up mostly in Tampa, Florida in the southeast United States. 
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Drew: 


John: 


Drew: 


John: 


Drew: 


John: 


Drew: 


John: 


Drew: 


John: 


Drew: 


John: 


And what was that experience like for you? 

Well it’s interesting that I prefer cooler weather, but we did a lot of 
snorkeling and water skiing and swimming, so I took advantage of that. It 
was good place to grow up. 

Your father was Presbyterian as well? 

Yeah, my folks were both elders in the Presbyterian Church. 

What’s an “elder”? 

It'd be like a member of the vestry. 

What was your family’s influence on your faith life? 

Yeah, I think being a part of a faith community was just a part of our life, 
so, growing up I was always a part of youth groups, Sunday school... faith 
was always just a central part our family’s life, so it was a normal and 
central part of who we were. 

You went to university at Duke. How did you choose Duke and what was 
your experience like there? 

Yeah, I chose Duke, well, I talked to a number of schools, I wanted to go 
someplace different from Florida. I chose Duke because it had a good 
academic reputation and it’s a beautiful campus and great basketball. So, 
probably those combinations of things. It was a school that I think had a 
good balance between academics and social life. It’s a Methodist school with 
a chapel in the center, a huge, tall chapel in the center, as the focal point of 


the campus too. My experience there too, huh? 
Yeah. 


John: Well I double majored in political 
science and religion and planned to go to law 
school. My motivation in double majoring in 
religion was just to become a good Sunday school 
teacher, I never thought I would be a pastor. My 
senior year I ended up applying to law school, to 
Duke law school, and was accepted and went to 
Duke law school my first year. And in that year I 
had an increasing sense that God was calling me 
into seminary to be a pastor. So, I left law school 
and went to Princeton Seminary. 
Along that path what were some of the key moments in your faith 
formation? 

Well, I think always being involved in a faith community, always having 

role models of people who loved Jesus Christ and sought to follow Christ in 
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Drew: 


John: 
Drew: 
John: 


their lives. It was a good balance of an 


aa: 


evangelical faith that always sought to share 


the faith, but also a NRE, faith that was very 
concerned about EN social justice and the needs 
of the disadvantaged and ‘the least 
of these’. So, from the beginning it had that 


kind of healthy tension, well not tension, but balance. And I think it also had 
a lot of good models of... um... (translates to himself a Chinese phrase into 
English) inner journey and outer journey of faith. That worship, prayer and 
bible study always lead you then to serve and service always calls you back 
to that interior journey of communion with God. So, really I am thankful for 
the tradition with which I grew up that had a real sense of these different 
balances and also the role of the lay people, the importance of the lay people 
in the Church. I also, while I was at Duke, because a lot of great preachers 
would come, I got to hear some really great preaching in my four years 
there — really wonderful preaching. So, I think preaching was a big part of 
shaping me into the Christian I am today. 

You talked a little bit about your experience being called to ministry 
during law school. How did you experience your call to mission? 


You mean overseas mission? 


Yeah, overseas mission. 


Yeah, I served two churches in the States, 
one in Florida and one in North Carolina. 
I always assumed I would continue 

being a lovable parish pastor, because 
that’s what I loved doing and matched 
my gifts with the needs of the Church. 
But my second church had forty-some 


retired missionaries who had been in 


places like Brazil, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
China, and Africa. When I saw these 
folks living out their faith, they were the ones who always seemed to be able 
to cross boundaries. If we worshiped with the African American church in 
town, they would be there. If we needed tutors for the local primary school 
to tutor kids who are having trouble with reading, they would always 
volunteer. So, it was these missionaries that I really saw that were new 
creatures in Christ. So, when I worked on my doctorate I talked about the 
Church as the new creation and how the Church shapes us as a body into 
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Drew: 


John: 


new creatures in Christ. I especially studied these 
missionaries and how they had been shaped as 
new creatures, because I really saw the fruit of 
their faith — the fruit of the Spirit. I think God 
used them to, maybe, push me to... (translating an 
idea from Chinese to English) maybe contemplate 
that God may be calling me overseas. I had been 


to Korea a number of times, but had never been to 
Taiwan. I thought I might go to Latin American 
were I would use Spanish, which would have been a lot easier than 
Mandarin. But God ended up calling me to Taiwan through a couple in the 
church who had been missionaries here and, interestingly, who had the same 
last name that I have, though no relation. And when I would pray at their 
house, their house in North Carolina had all this Taiwanese stuff. We drank 
Taiwan tea out of Taiwan cups and it looked kinda like a Taiwan museum. 
So, I think God used that and that environment to call me to Taiwan. 

What have been some of the hardships along the way and what have been 
some of the deepest joys? 

Let me start with the joys. Part of the joy here... one joy is that the 
Taiwanese Church is very much like a New Testament context. When Paul 
talks about [whether you] can you eat food that’s been sacrificed to idols in 
the temple — in the United States that was kind of a hypothetical question, 
we would never encounter idol meat at someone’s house — but when I came 
here the first year I was at a non-Christians home and they said ‘this food 
has been offered at the temple, are you able to eat is?’ I thought, wow, this is 
really Paul’s time! So, I think Christians here... part of the joy of serving 
here is the price Christians pay, especially first generation Christians, what 
they have to go against to really follow Christ. 

Another joy has been my work with the aboriginal churches. I’ve 
got a real deep love for the aboriginal people, for their 
generosity, for their trust, for their humor and for their faith. 
I guess, the third joy has been teaching at the seminary and 
helping shape future pastors. That’s been a real privilege 
for me. And I guess the fourth joy is that I just really do 
love Taiwan. I love the food, I love the Taiwanese people, I 
love this island, the mountains, the sea and the rivers and 
the beauty of this island. I’ve even grown to love, in some 
ways, the city of Taipei and that’s taken some time! (he 
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Drew: 


John: 


Drew: 
John: 


says with a laugh and a smile) 
Hardships. For a while language was a hardship, but then I discovered 
that my weakness is God’s strength [and] my language limitations often 
became an asset because people listen more carefully. So, what used to be a 
hardship I see now as more of an asset - my non-standard Mandarin. Other 
hardships... oh I think one hardship is my dad’s been very ill and living so 
far away, that’s a hardship. Um... it’s kind of hard to talk about hardships 
when you’re sitting in a room like this! 
(John’s home has quite the view. We both 
chuckle.) 
I noticed that sometimes you’ll be searching 
for a word and you’ll be thinking in 


Mandarin and translating it back into 
English. That’s interesting, when did you 
start to do that? 

I don’t know. Language learning is always a life-long process. And 
probably because I’m often operating in Mandarin most of the time in my 
life here, you do begin to think and even dream in Mandarin. I’m not sure 
when it actually happens, but my best training for Mandarin was going to 
Taitung. I lived in Taitung in the villages and nobody spoke English so I was 
forced to preach in Mandarin and speak in Mandarin. The beauty of that was 
that they translated into one of the aboriginal languages from my Mandarin, 
so if one of the interpreters did not understand my Mandarin then he would 
say ‘huh?’ So, that was a wonderful place for me to learn. 

What originally drew you to Good Shepherd? 

I think sometimes the Presbyterian Church 
here doesn’t have Holy Communion enough, 
so I was really hungry for the Lord’s Supper. 


Eucharist That was probably first. Secondly, sometimes, 
because I’m always during the week at the 


seminary chapel, we worship in Taiwanese, 

and then on Sundays, most Sundays when 

I’m preaching, I’m preaching in Mandarin. 
So; I think to worship in English sometimes is also very... sometimes it’s 
just good to worship in your mother tongue, because most of my worship is 
not. And I should probably say, I go to Good Shepherd sporadically because 


most Sundays I’m all around the island preaching and teaching at various 
churches. So, my attendance at Good Shepherd is very sporadic. 
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I’ve always liked the sanctuary at Good Shepherd, the space is really 


wonderful in its simplicity, but with that Taiwanese feel. It’s really 


wonderful. The preaching is to the point and you don’t have to sit there for 


too long. And also, I’ve always appreciated Good Shepherd’s commitment to 
bi-lingual worship once a month. I really think that’s a wonderful model... 


that expats don’t live in the ghetto, but at least once a month worship with 
Taiwanese folks which I think is a really wonderful model. And I’ve had the 


privilege to know a number of the English pastors over the years as well, 


Drew: What keeps you coming back? 
John: 
which has been good. 
Drew: Excellent, thank you John. 
John: I told you I didn’t do it! 
Summa 


frat (7) a. er 
a 


of Safe Church Policies Of the Episcopal Church 


and adapted for the diocese of Taiwan 


In 2003 the House of Bishops of the 
Episcopal Church issued a pastoral letter 
on Child Sexual Abuse, calling for a 
commitment in ensuring that “the 
Episcopal Church be a community of 
safety and health for all people.” The 
Church, the Body of Christ, would be a 
place where “no one might be hurt and 
where their hurts may be healed”. 


Furthermore, the Church would be a 
place where all work and ministry, 
including the prevention of sexual 
harassment and misconduct by clergy 
and lay leaders, be guided by the 
scriptural teaching of all human beings 


made in the image of God, and by the 
mandates of our baptismal covenant of 


love, respect, service, and justice. 


Here in the diocese of Taiwan, this 
commitment is even more important in 
culturally and racially diverse 
environments where people of different 
cultures and denominations come 
together as one faith community. 
Different cultural practices carry 
different expectations of appropriate and 
inappropriate behavior, and safe church 
policies are even more crucial to help 
heighten the awareness and sensitivity of 
respectful interactions between adults 


and children, and between adults. 
The model safe church policies 

The House of Bishops also called the established by Church Pension Group 
church to respond “in intentional ways offer the flexibility to adapt the policies 
to care for, be responsible to, according to the situation of each 
and create safe space for diocese. So the diocese of 
children” by focusing on: Taiwan has set up its protocol for 
1 Screening and selection reporting concerns of misconduct, 
of clergy, lay employees has added contact information of 
and volunteers who local agency to report 


work with children and anonymously on concerns of abuse, 


youth. and has added 2 more types of 

2 Training and education abuse to the six listed by the model 
of clergy and laity for work with policies: 
children and youth. 1. Physical abuse 

3. Using the general code of 2. Sexual abuse by an adult 
conduct and guidelines for 3. Sexual abuse by another child or 
appropriate affection listed in the youth 


model policies to monitor 4. Harassment 

programs for youth and children; 5. Emotional abuse 

or to train supervisory personnel 6. Verbal abuse 

to monitor and detect 7. Neglect 

inappropriate interactions and 8. Economic exploitation 
behaviors. 

4 Using the general code of The bishops of the Episcopal Church 
conduct and guidelines for acknowledged the wonderful ministries 
appropriate affection for undertaken by different congregations in 
interactions between adults and ministering to children and youth, and 
children and youth, to help the trustworthy and caring persons 
identify and stop behavior that engaged in such ministries. But the 
maybe inherently harmful to bishops also acknowledged the spiritual, 
children or youth. physical, and emotional 

5 Guidelines for damage that could result 
reporting and when misconduct took 
responding to place. While the reality 
concerns of of human sin is very 
misconduct. much present in the 


church, the power of 
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God’s mercy, grace and power for 
healing and transformation is also to be 


made paramount. 


Bishop David Lai has recently announced to the Diocese that we will adopt this new 


policy, and has published the full report in the Chinese edition of the Diocesan 


magazine. 


WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 


The Diocese was delighted to welcome 
Mr. Peter Ng (Asia-Pacific Officer of 
Global Relations for ECUSA) once 
again. This time he accompanied Rev. 
Douglas Fenton, (ECUSA Staff Officer, 
Young Adult & Higher Education 
Ministry) on a visit to the cathedral, St. 
John’s University, and also to the south 
of Taiwan, with a view to starting 
student ministry in central Taipei, in the 
area around the cathedral. They were 
very moved to visit St. 
John’s University and to 
eat in the canteen with 
President Peter Yang, the 
chaplain Rev. Lennon 
Chang, and others - 
surrounded by students. 
Everyone - the president, 
professors, staff, students, cleaners - all 
eat in the same canteen at St John’s 


University, unlike elsewhere! 


In 
November 
we welcomed 4 visitors from the Church 
Mission Society: Rev. Canon Tim Dakin, 
General Secretary, Rev. Canon Chye 
Ann Soh, East Asia Director, Rev. Philip 
Simpson, Eurasia Director, and Rev. 
Simon Na, North East Asia Manager, 
based in South Korea. They came for 5 
days, met all the clergy and visited many 
of the churches, including the dedication 
of the new Education 


Building at St. James. 


Rt. Rev. Dixie Taclobao, 
Bishop of the Central 
Philippines, also visited St. 
James’ Church for the 
dedication of the new 
Education Building on November 23. 
He came to express his thanks and 
appreciation to St. James’ for raising the 


money to build a total so far of 7 


churches in his Diocese. He had 
prepared a Power Point presentation 
showing each of these 7 churches — the 
original place of worship, often just a tin 


roof, and the new church. Whata 
AND THE FUTURE..... 


We are looking forward to the visit of 
Rev. Peyton Craighill and his wife Mary, 
from the USA, coming to Taiwan for the 
thanksgiving and dedication of the 
stained glass window at Advent Church 
on February 23. Peyton and Mary 
served the church in Taiwan for more 
than 20 years and it was they who 
introduced the stained glass artist, Mr. 
Lyn Hovey, tous. Peyton will also be 
invited to give some lectures at St. 
John’s University on the subject of 
church art while he is here. They will 
also attend the annual Diocesan 
Convocation to be held on February 
29-March 1 in the new Education 
Building at St. James’ Taichung. 

More news of their visit in the next 


Friendship Magazine! 


AND FINALLY! 


contrast! God has greatly blessed St. 
James’ and they now have a vision to 
raise the money to build church number 


laos 


The first 
and second floors of the Diocesan 
offices have now been remodeled to 
make extra space and a more 
comfortable working environment. We 
hope that all future visitors to the 
Diocesan offices will feel warmly 
welcomed, and appreciate the new 


layout and fresh paint! 


Next issue also, we hope to give you 
details of the Diocese’s 10 year vision / 
plan. It’s been discussed, prayed for, 
written and revised — and should be 
ready in time for the annual 


convocation..... 


(ent means Spring 


Inspired by our last edition of Friendship when the article by Mrs. Lily Lai attracted a 


very enthusiastic response from you all, we have interviewed Rev. Peter Chen who on 


Christmas Day celebrated his 41 wedding anniversary with his wife, Rev. Elizabeth 


Wei. This is his story! 


‘I was born into a military air-force 
family as the eldest of four children, in 
the Province of Zhejiang, S. E. China. 
It was 1935, and the Second World War 
As achild, we 
moved around a lot, and I grew up 


was about to break out. 


mostly in Sichuan. My childhood 
memories are full of poverty, insecurity 
and fear. The war with Japan was 
raging overhead and all around, 
bombings and explosions were part of 
everyday life. The most traumatic 
event happened when I was 6 years old 
when my ‘nai-ma’ (like a family child 
minder) was holding me tight to protect 
me from the bombs when a sudden 
explosion killed her outright, even as she 
held me to her. 
experiences of my early childhood. 


Such were the terrible 


After the war in 1946, we moved to 
Nanjing and then to 
Beijing. When the 
Communists started to 
take over Mainland 
China in 1949, my 
mother escaped with us 
children to Taiwan, my 
father joined us later. 
First we moved to 
Ping-tung in southern 
Taiwan, where I went to 
high school. My 
parents then moved to Taipei but I 
stayed in Ping-tung at the air-force 


“Jesus 
boarding Christ 
school ‘ 
for the lordt i 
next 3 
years. 

Being so 
far away 
from my 


family forced me very quickly to 
become self-sufficient and independent. 
This independent streak remained with 
me throughout my early life, always 
doing things myself, never asking 
anyone for help. I felt alone and 
isolated, and felt I could trust no-one but 


myself. 


After graduating from university, I 
started work at the Taiwan Railways 
Administration (TRA), and spent my 
whole working life there, starting at the 
bottom and working 
my way up and up. 
For the last 7 years of 
my career, I had the 
honor of serving as the 
Managing Director, 
CEO (my colleagues 
called me ‘The 
Bishop!’) of the whole 
TRA. 


I met my wife 
Elizabeth when we were both working at 
the TRA, and we married in 1966, when 


she was the tender age of 19 and I was 
Unfortunately 


I was not a good husband, nor was I a 


the grand old age of 31! 
good father to our 2 daughters. I gave 
100% of my life, my energy and my 
time to my work. My family came a 
far distant second in my 
list of priorities. When 
my children were very 
small I went off to 
Taichung in central 
Taiwan to work for 4 
years, leaving them in 
Taipei; and only got to 
visit them twice a month, and for only a 
day eachtime. By the time I moved 
back to Taipei, the children were 4 years 
older, but I hardly noticed, so obsessed 
was I with my work. Elizabeth took 
good care of the family, and I barely 
gave her or them a second thought. 

Life was hard, the salary was low, and 
often Elizabeth had to go without food 
herself so that our children could be fed. 
I only found that out in recent years, but 
even had I known then, I doubt I would 
Now of 
course, I know differently, and I know 


have done anything about it. 


that when we got married that day on 
December 25, 1966, God gave me a 
most wonderful Christmas present — my 


wife! 


Before I went to university, a family 
friend had taken me to a small Christian 
meeting house where I had been 
baptized. My baptism however had 


made no impression on me whatsoever, 
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and I never followed it up. Elizabeth 
was a Christian, but none of my family 
was, so although my father selected 
Christmas Day as our wedding day, we 
did not get married in a church. I 

God had 
no place in my life at all, 
neither did the church. 
Elizabeth often tried to 
encourage me to go to church, 


didn’t feel it to be important. 


to pray and to read the Bible, 
but I was notinterested. So 
she took the children to 
church on her own. 


What changed? Something must have 
happened to bring me to the point where 
It started with my eldest 
One day when she was about 


I am today! 
daughter. 
13 (by which time I was in my 
mid-forties), she said simply: “Baba, 
Suddenly 
She 


you should go to church”. 
what she said moved my heart! 
said it again the following week. 
Maybe God was telling me something? 
Elizabeth jumped at the 
chance and immediately took me off to 


I agreed to go. 
church that very day. I can honestly 
say that from that day onwards, I never 
looked back in my spiritual life. 

Slowly I started to read the Bible and 
pray, slowly I started to include Jesus in 
my life, and slowly I started to change. 
All my life up until then had been work, 
but as I started to ground my work and 
life in Jesus and in the church, a big 

I had 
been so proud and arrogant, selfish and 


change happened in my life. 


intolerant, with little time 
for the thoughts and 
feelings of others. Now 
my attitudes, opinions and 
priorities all started to 
change. My classmates, 
who had known me for so 
long, were amazed to see 
such a big change and felt it 
I started to 


reach out to others, to help others and to 


to be such a big blessing! 


share with others about Jesus. 
Gradually I came to realize that my 
whole life and all my work needed be a 
testimony to my faith. In my 
relationships with family, friends and 
colleagues I came to be aware of the - 
need to be a witness to my faith. My 
colleagues would often say in a positive 
way: “Oh, so Christians are like this!” 
They were moved by something I said or 
did. I wanted to be a good influence 
for Christ in my role in the TRA, where 
there was so much superstition and 
skepticism. On one occasion, when I 
was Managing Director of the TRA, 
there was a very serious train accident. 
A train traveling very fast de-railed and 
split into 3 sections; the front section fell 
off the lines completely and fell into a 
lake beside the line. 
single person died. Even more 


Amazingly, not a 


amazingly, not even a single person was 
I could only thank God for his 
grace and mercy. My colleagues said 


injured! 


to me: “Your God has saved you”, and I 
responded: “My God saved everybody 


on the train, but he is warning 
me to improve my 
management; it needs to be 
better, to make sure this kind 
of accident doesn’t happen 
again.” There is no room for 
superstition in the running of 
any railway administration; to 
attribute accidents to fate 
would have been to neglect my 
responsibilities as Managing Director. 

I can only thank God that I had a rich 
prayer life and close relationship with 
Jesus throughout that time. 


By then, both Elizabeth and I had started 
I found that the 
more I studied, the more interest I had. 
Encouraged by Bishop John Chien, 
Elizabeth went to seminary as a day 


to study theology. 


student, and I went as an evening 
student. 


of ordination, and together we were 


Together we pursued the call 


ordained as deacons at Pentecost 1993, 
and then as priests in September 1997. 
After ordination, Elizabeth served as 
Rector of Good Shepherd Church, Taipei. 
When I retired I took over from her as a 
Non-Stipendiary Rector, while Elizabeth 
went off to help out in the church at 
Hua-lien. These days we are both fully 
retired and help out as and when needed. 
Now I see my whole life as a 
commitment in service to God, and I am 
willing to do whatever I can to serve 
Him. To God be the glory!’ 


NEWS JUST IN: 


GOOD SHEPHERD CHINESE CONGREGATION 


The Good Shepherd Chinese 
Congregation has had a busy Christmas 
They 


have also produced a CD of their choir 


season with a host of activities. 


singing traditional songs called: 
“Seasonal 
Praises of 
Good 
Shepherd”. 
They have 
already sold 
out of the first 
run! Inthe 
midst of all i 
the f y | $ 
celebrations, the church also celebrated 
the 100" birthday of Mr. Lee Hong-Gao, 
(seen in this photo) with a cake and the 
traditional eating of special noodles — to 
symbolize longevity. 


The celebrations started on 
Thanksgiving Weekend with a special 


Thanksgiving concert, a brand new 
venture for the church. Lots of church 
and community choirs took part, 
including Yang Ming High School, 
Good Shepherd Kindergarten, Young 
People’s 
Church Choir, 
United 
Ecumenical 
Choir, Elders 
Choir and 
Elders College 
Choir; a 
) wonderful mix 
Bs FAME B of Christians 
and non-Christians. 200-300 people 
came, and some of them then came back 
to worship at Christmas. 


In early December, the group from 
Osaka visited Good Shepherd, as 
reported elsewhere in the magazine. 

The Elders group from the church and 

‘ the Elders College 
' all got together for 
singing and 
dancing, and a 
wonderful time 

- was had by all. 
One group in the 
Elders College is a 
Japanese Singing 
Class, and they 
performed for the 


visitors, and 3 of 


the Osaka group performed for the 
Taiwanese group. Older people in 
Taiwan can speak Japanese due to their 
early education, and it was great to hear 
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the Taiwanese and Japanese all 
There 
was a time of sharing and fellowship, 


chattering away in Japanese! 
plus a meal together. A relaxed and 
informal way to break down barriers and 
to promote peace and reconciliation! 


The Good Shepherd Church Christmas 
decorations were made this year by 7 
students from the art department of a 

e. One of the church 
members is a teacher there. They 


local college. 


produced 2 huge friezes — one of the 3 
kings, and one of the shepherds, that 
hung on either side of the church for the 
Christmas season. 
brightened up the dark walls! 


They really 

One 
great blessing from this was that the 
students then came to the Christmas Eve 
worship. Please pray for the outreach 
program of Good Shepherd Church and 
its involvement with the local 


community. 


Good Shepherd welcomed the visit of 
the Anglican Little Singers on Christmas 
Day morning. Here 


they are in the photo.... 


On December 30, a 
mother and her daughter 
were baptized in the 
morning service, 
followed by 
confirmation 
immediately afterwards 
by Bishop Lai. Linda, 


a the mother, has been a 


regular member of the Wednesday 
morning English Bible Study at Good 
Her 
daughter, Joyce, came to Good Shepherd 


Shepherd now for the past 6 years. 


last summer to help with the children’s 
English Bible class which took place 
every day for 4 weeks throughout 

She herself studies in the USA, 
but was home for the Christmas vacation, 
and took this opportunity to be baptized 
We thank 


August. 


together with her mother. 
God for this family! 


And finally, 2008 is the year dedicated 
to fund-raising in preparation for 
building the new church. The goal for 
this year is NT$ 30 million! 
this is a small proportion of the full 


Obviously 


amount, but the church hopes to raise 
this amount on its own. Please pray! 
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HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR TO ALL 
OUR READERS! 


The Rt. Rev. David Lai 
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